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Dream Weaver

%gnﬂfs S-Hfma; ﬂ'ﬂﬂem come alive mﬁ' mﬂﬂffi at m‘“ | By Nancy Wozny | Portrait by Phache Rourke-Ghatrriel |

il | BUCss I am a licele bit anti-human,” assesses H-Town

multi-media artist Wendy Wagner, who forgoes human
form for fantasy subjects in her psychologically dense et
unapologetically cheery works, “Peaple sometimes drain
me, while my dog never does. 1 love animalsand creatures,
especially when they are from anather galasxy.”

W '.|:_'|r||,'r'-. surreal-meets-folk-art  aesthetic  and
celestial species are siriking chords
with the terrestrial art troupe righe
here in Houwston. Her painting "1
Hope I'm Direaming™—which features
a wvrannosaurus rex, with  lons
painted in a bubblegum-pink  hue,

hovering over a miniature Malese

resting sweetly on a blue dloud—rook

wep honors at the Hunting Ant Prize
carlicr this year. And this month
Wagner is busy creating fresh barches
of painting, sculprure and animation
for a solo show at New 1;.I|||.'I:| in
|lamuary, anald UPCOITing exhibits at the
Houston Center lor Comemporary

Craft and Galleey Triniry in !.|||.|Il.

dl, and her graphic-
designer hubby Kenneth Finch are
also debuting a line of super soft and
weirdly cuddly are dolls, dubbed

Qwerkys, at  the Contemporary

Arts Muscum '||||a|t on [Dec. 4. Each +
cartoon-like creature comes with its |

own bizarrely |.:||i4||,|\' h'“F"'l'l“ and, |

e, l.ql.s.llkl. Ph'.-:.-:r.J.] LI‘\-.II.Il.ll.'rIMI s |’_ “h
Sprouting a wing from one side and T =

an elephant’s trunk from another, one -

doll is named “Mr. Look ar Me™ a

lietle curie called “Miss Prewry” is half human and half
OCIPS and SPMHTS A colorful bow. “All of the dolls have
my awn traits, and those of people and animals who are

very close v me,” sayvs the artist, noting thar Miss Pretey

HELLD DOLLY Abswe, Wagner's anima

'/
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has a penchane for nail polish (even though she's allergic
to it and that Me Look ar Me loves to ice skate. The
“hios” that come with the dolls cover these points.,

Austin-born "A."'.'.qguﬂ. wha studied at the Arr
Institure of Houston and the Glassell Schoal, says
her foray into touchable art makes perfect sense
in the context of a medium-shifting carcer. She
hop-scotches  between  painting,
sculprure and  ceramics, 7l
continually need to reinvent my
imagery into new forms.

She also knows her way around
computer animation, "1 am a techie
at heart,” she SAVE, TS0 SW |hh|l'|j:
from paint to a computer was a
fluid transition for me” W

NCT 5
splendidly  absurd  short,  “The
Erernity of a Second,” in which
characters not unlike her dolls make
their way through a Wagner-sphere
'-"IJ.“LJ.I.II‘.I'""“IF\. ||||_ narure ':ll fl.lll['r
proved the hit of Flicker Fusion, an
animation show ar DiverseWorks

lase year. "Her paintings have always

possessed o playful energy  char

ranslates perfectly 1o animation,
savs Diane Barber, curator and co-

executive director of DiverseWorks.

L “l see it w be a logical extension

| of what she's been doing with her
painrings for quite some time,

And while Wagners works
seem rife with sweetly enchanting
subjects and serings, the arrise
SYE there ix a '\Ii.:._';l'l!!\ menacing

undercurrent in her world, It’s not all sugar and
spive. “Weird, demented stuff goes on in my head,
as well as the fun stuff,” she says, 1 guess | juse wan

everything to come alive.” B

n stills and a painting, and bebow, the arlist with her ‘Qwerkys’
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